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MISSION STATEMENT 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, MN 

God has called us, the baptized 
members of First Evangelical  

Lutheran Church, Worthington, 
Minnesota, to proclaim the Gospel 
and make disciples of all people. 

 

Living out our Mission 

In obedience, we commit ourselves 
to the Lord’s ministry rooted in a 
fertile agricultural prairie of God’s 
creation.  Relying on the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, and through Word 
and Sacraments, we will grow  
toward wholeness through worship, 
learning, service, witness, support, 
and fellowship.     
   Adopted 5-31-87 

September 
2022 

Evangel 
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Pastor Jeanette’s article 
Dear First Lutheran, 
Thank you for supporting Eric Parrish and I in attending the Conference on Theology, Worship and the Arts July 25th-
28th. Eric attended in person and I attended as I was able to (in between other work commitments) online. We both 
found the experience to be very useful and up-lifting. We received free tickets to attend because our congregation is  
considering participating in the Nourishing Vocation Project (NVP) through St. Olaf. (Dr. Char Cox approached our 
congregation for participation in this opportunity because she believed we would be an ideal fit for the effort). Both Eric 
and I were able to learn more about NVP, as well. Council will continue to discern participation in this effort. This gift 
not only allowed Eric and I to participate in a helpful conference, but it also saved our congregation continuing education 
expenses. (Guidelines state that congregations should provide pastors with time and funds in order to engage in          
educational efforts. Pastors are to complete roughly 50 hours or two weeks worth of continuing education per year). I am 
thankful that many free or low cost opportunities have been gifted to me and grateful for the support in taking advantage 
of these programs. 

 

The Conference on Theology, Worship and the Arts included many worship services. Through these services, I was able 
to listen to some wonderful preachers who helped me consider various passages from new perspectives. The conference 
focused on the Advent season and, in particular, Annunciation texts from throughout the Bible (texts where women,  
specifically, are told they are going to give birth and/or are being called into a new endeavor). I look forward to sharing 
some of what I heard and learned in the upcoming Advent season and in upcoming Wednesday evening services.   

 

Throughout the week, I attended an ongoing class by Dr. Deanna Thompson called “The Gospel of Irresolution: Illness, 
Trauma, and Getting to Hope.” Dr. Thompson is a professor at St Olaf, she was diagnosed in 2008 with incurable cancer. 
The sessions largely focused on how we can best accompany people who are ill or dying. Two notable points for me 
stood out during my time. First, she described how, after her initial treatments for cancer, there was a moment where she 
had to decide to “sign back up for life.” That is, as time went on, it became evident that though her cancer is         incura-
ble it also wasn’t immediately killing her. Therefore, she had to decide what that meant for her daily living and how she 
would go on with “normal” tasks. She relayed a story of a surgeon who also was diagnosed with cancer and had quit his 
profession. His oncologist told him, after his initial rounds of treatment, to go back into his profession until the cancer 
prevented him from working effectively. I know many of you have had to make similar decisions in your life. That is, 
you have been through treatments or therapy and mourned the reality of being ill. You have had to give up some oppor-
tunities or passions. But, then, as time went on, you had to decide what you could and could not do and how you would 
“sign back up for life.” I don’t think I ever fully considered what a challenging and complicated process of       discern-
ment this would be. My prayers are with those of you who are still in this process and those who have been through this, 
as well.   

 
Likewise, Dr. Thompson talked a great deal about “vocations we didn’t sign up for.” For her, she found that, once      
students knew she was living with cancer, many students felt compelled to talk to her about their own struggles. This 
was not something she ever considered as being a part of her life’s calling, but she grew into that calling. I know many 
of you have “vocations you didn’t sign up for.” We know, in our marriage vows, that we are saying that we will be with 
our spouses “in sickness and in health,” but we don’t realize that we are signing up to determine when and how our 
spouse might enter assisted living. We rejoice when we have children, but we don’t realize when we are signing up to 
care for a chronically ill child, with all the challenges that come with that. None of us knew that, when we signed up for 
our professions, they would be drastically changed during the pandemic and some of our workplaces still do not feel 
“normal.” In the upcoming year, I will probably talk a great deal about vocation, as much of the NVP literature I have 
read has been useful to me. However, I know that not all callings are enjoyable or chosen. My prayers are with those of 
you who find yourselves in such situations.  

 

Thank you again for supporting me in continuing 
my education and I look forward to sharing more 
about what I learned. 

 

In Christ, Rev. Jeanette McCormick 

Pastoral Note: We continue to keep Mark Richards and his  
family in our prayers as he struggles with long Covid. Thanks to 
the many people who have stepped up to help cover tasks that he 
is not physically able to do at this time. I am grateful that,      
despite being very ill, Mark has maintained communication with       
leadership as he is able and completed tasks from home as his 
health permits. 



Lessons and Themes for the Sundays in 
September, 2022: 
9/4/22:  13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 Psalm 1 
 Philemon 1-21 
 Luke 14:25-33 
9/11/22: 14th Sunday after Pentecost  
 Exodus 32:7-14 
 Psalm 51:1-10 
 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 Luke 15:1-10 
9/18/22: 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Amos 8:4-7 
 Psalm 113 
 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 Luke 16:1-13 
9/25/22: 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
 Psalm 146 
 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
 Luke 16:19-31 
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Praise the Lord 
The following is the financial report for 
First Lutheran as of July, 2022: 
General Fund: 
 Bal. 6/30/22: ($1,632.68) 
 Inc., July $21,372.10 
 Exp., July $23,399.00 
 Bal. 7/31/22: ($3,659.58) 
Building Fund: 
 Bal. 6/30/22:  $15,714.23 
 Inc.,  July $1,010.00 
 Exp., July $0.00 
 Bal. 7/31/22:  $16,724.23 

Card Ministry 
meets the second 
Wednesday of each 
month at 6:30 pm. 
Come join the fun. 
No experience     
necessary! Check 
out our display in 

Centennial Hall to purchase a card for $1. 
Funds will be designated to different groups 
as needed. 

 

The office will 
be closed on 

Monday,    
September 5 
for the Labor 
Day Holiday. 

25th  ANNUAL    
COUNTRY WESTERN 

SERVICE  
September 18, 2022 

9:30 AM 
Join us in person or 
Facebook Live for an 
amazing service.  
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If for any reason you are unable to serve at the time indicated, please trade with someone else 
on the list or find a replacement and contact the church office so that the names can be listed 
correctly in the church bulletin.  This is a temporary schedule for the month so it may change.  
Thank you. 

 

Assisting Minister  & Lector (Contact 
Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 
9/4 9:30 Lisa Waldner 

9/11  9:30 Diane Sletten 

9/18 9:30 Matt Russell 

9/25  9:30 Cindy Russell 

Computer Assistant (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
9/4 9:30 Pam Fleming 

9/11  9:30 Kathy Summers 

9/18 9:30 Glenda Lais 

9/25  9:30 Ryan McGaughey 

Sound (Contact Person: Church  
Office, 376-6148) 
9/4 9:30 Kevin Fleming 

9/11 9:30 Doug Frisch 

9/18 9:30 Pat Demuth 

9/25 9:30 Doug Frisch 

Van Driver:  (Van will be picking up members 
for the Sunday service only) 
9/4  9:30 Midg White (360-3215) 

9/11 9:30 Daren Bauman (360-9275) 

9/18 9:30 Larry Woodbury (360-2689) 

9/25 9:30 Matt Russell (360-5835) 

Coffee Servers (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 

9/4  9:30 Sandy Poppema & Diana White 

9/11 9:30 Diane Sletten & Dale & Debbie Koob 

9/18 9:30 Robert & Bonnie Bents, John Kramer & Ed Philipp 

9/25 9:30 Fern Burmeister & Eric, Kylee, & Trey Milbrath  

Greeters (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148)  
9/4 9:30 Doug & Julie Christensen 

9/11  9:30 Fern Burmeister & Eric, Kylee & Trey Milbrath 

9/18 9:30 Leroy & Rosie Merkel 

9/25 9:30 Diana White & Sandy Poppema 

Facebook Live (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
9/4 9:30 Becca McGaughey 

9/11  9:30 Terry Morrison 

9/18 9:30 Erin Makela 

9/25 9:30 Debbie Koob 

Acolytes (Contact Person: Church Office, 
376-6148) 
9/4 9:30 Kylee Milbrath 

9/11  9:30 Ashlyn Schaffer  

9/18 9:30 Katelyn Frodermann 

9/25  9:30 Zachary McGaughey 

ATTENTION: There are tables in Centennial Hall for you to sign up to help in different 
ministries of the worship service. If you are interested in assisting with being coffee     
servers, greeters, computer assistant, assisting minister/lector, sound, Facebook Live, van 
driver or ushering, please sign up on the sheets on the  tables in Centennial Hall as to 
which ministries you are able to assist with. If you are currently serving, please sign up 
again so we know that you are still interested in serving. Thank You! 
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September  

Birthdays 

 

1     Kourtney Bauman 
2     Dennis Gieselman 
2     Alyssa Korver 
4     Ray Buchman 
5     Robert Benson 
5     David Dieter 
6     Jeff Randall 
6     Dianne Sanderson 
7     Alan Winter 
8     Mary Kraft 
8     Robin Stoyke 
16    Brittany Schroeder 
17   Gary Frodermann 

17   Nathan Lowe 
17   Annelese Wadzinski 
20   Todd Dolliver 
20   Jesse Schroeder 
22   Vona Mae Vihlen 
23   Charles Veen 
24   Adalyn Hein 
24   Sandy Rogers 
25   Nora Leinen 
26   Kevin Fleming 
27   Bonnie Bents 
27   Bridget Huber 
28    Mike Burns 

29    Paula Laffrenzen 
30    Sophie Selberg 

“Parable of the Dishonest Servant” 
“A bad man gives a good example.” 

 
A student asked, “Why did Jesus praise a crook for being dishonest?” 
 
A second student replied, “Jesus didn’t praise him for being dishonest. He praised him for having foresight. 
There’s a big difference.” 
 
The second student is right. The owner in the parable praised the foresight of the servant. He didn’t praise 
his dishonesty. 
 
That brings us to the point Jesus wishes to teach us. We should exercise the same kind of foresight that the 
servant did. We should use our time and talent in this life to prepare for the next life. 
 
How much foresight are we demonstrating in preparing for the next life? 
 
Lord, help us live in this world as though it were only temporary stopover, not a lasting home. 
 

Illustrated Daily Homilies by Mark Lick, SJ   
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First Lutheran Benefits from your 
Grocery Purchases. When you buy 
groceries at Fareway, with the Fareway 
Gift Card, First Lutheran receives 5% 
from the sale of the gift card. Get 
yours today! The cards are available in 

the church office. We have $25, $50 or $100 gift cards to sell. 
You pay the full price for the card and the church receives 5%. 
As of  July 31, 2022, a total of $5,818.74 has been put into the 
general fund.  

First Lutheran Benefits from your Grocery Purchases. 
When you buy groceries at Hy-Vee, 
with the Hy-Vee Gift Card, First  
Lutheran receives 5% from the sale 
of the gift card. Get yours today! 
The cards are available in the church 
office. We have $25, $50 or $100 

gift cards to sell. You pay the full price for the card and the 
church receives 5%. The card can also be used when you 
purchase gas. As of July 31, 2022, a total of $54,755.25 
has been put into the general fund. 

Radio Broadcast: You can sponsor the broadcast in 
memory or in honor of a family  member or an event in 
your life. The cost to sponsor a broadcast is $75.00. Please 
sign up on the sheet in Centennial Hall. Thank you.  

Gift Cards will be     
available on communion 

Sunday mornings in    
Centennial Hall and in the 

office during the week.  

 

7th, 8th & 9th Grade Confirmation  
Confirmation will begin on September 14 with an orientation meeting 
with parents at 6:30 pm. We will discuss options for the year and how we 
are going to  proceed. On Wednesday, September 21, we will begin with 
class. We will be meeting from 6:30-7:30 pm.  

On Sunday, September 25 at 10:30 am 
(after worship) our guest speaker will be 

Rev. Keith Peterson. Keith is the         
Regional Gift Planner for the SW MN 

Synod. He will be talking to us about the 
Endowment Fund and how it works, the 
benefits of having an Endowment Fund, 
etc. Please plan to attend and learn more 

about our Endowment Fund.  
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Sanctuary Choir—We will be starting 
rehearsals for the season on Wednesday, 
September 7 at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. 
We welcome new members to the choir at 

any time. If you have any questions, 
please contact Eric Parrish.  

DEATH & SYMPATHY:  Amy Louise (Merrill) Moritz died June 
30, 2022 at the age of 68 years. We extend our Christian sympathy to 
her family. 
 
DEATH & SYMPATHY:  Agnes Johanna Marie Cross died July 20, 
2022 at the age of 89 years. Her funeral service was held on August 6, 
2022 at First Lutheran Church. We extend our Christian sympathy to 
her family. 

Church Humor 
**_DID NOAH FISH?_** 

A Sunday school teacher asked, 'Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark?' 'No,'   
replied Johnny. 'How could he, with just two worms?**' 
 

**_TIME TO PRAY_** 
A pastor asked a little boy if he said his prayers every night. 'Yes, sir.' the boy replied. 'And, do you always say 
them in the morning, too?' the pastor asked. 'No sir,' the boy replied. 'I ain't scared in the daytime.' 

 
_MOSES AND THE RED SEA_** 

Nine-year-old Joey was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday School. 'Well, Mom, our teacher told 
us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to 
the Red Sea, he had his army build a pontoon bridge and all the people walked across safely. Then he radioed  
headquarters for reinforcements They sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved.' 'Now, 
Joey, is that really what your teacher taught you?' his mother asked. "Well, no, Mom. But, if I told it the way the 
teacher did, you'd never believe it!' 
 

**_THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD_** 
A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorize one of the most quoted passages in the Bible 
- Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the chapter. Little Rick was excited about the task, but he 
just couldn't remember the Psalm. After much practice, he could barely get past the first line. On the day that the 
kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous. When it was his turn, 
he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly, 'The Lord is my Shepherd and that's all I need to know.' 

Attention College-Bound Students: 
Please call the church office to let us know your 
college address so that we can update our    
mailing lists and directory. Thanks! 

Albert and Doris Selberg will  
celebrate their 60th Wedding      
Anniversary on September 8th. 
Cards may be sent to: 28457 -
300th Street, Bigelow, MN 56117 
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Operation Christmas Child 
Operation Christmas Child delivers great joy and hope to children in need around the world through gift-filled 
shoe boxes and the Good News of God's love. Shoe boxes are packed with gifts of small toys, school supplies, 
hygiene items and more! 
 
For 2022 the Evangelism committee has set a goal for us at First Lutheran to fill and send 50 shoe boxes. 
 
· Boy, 2-4 years old 

· Boy, 5-9 years old 

· Boy, 10-14 years old 

· Girl, 2-4 years old 

· Girl, 5-9 years old 
· Girl, 10-14 years old 
 
We will be collecting things for our packing party in November for the next few months. There is a list of 
items needed below and also suggestions for some fun items to fill the boxes. All items should be new and can 
be dropped off in the marked donation box. If you wish, you can donate money and I will shop in bulk (This is 
the best way to get the most bang for the buck). It takes about $20 to fill a box and another $10 to get them out 
to the kids so our monetary goal is $1500. Monetary donations can be dropped off with Natalie in the office. 
 
Everything will need to fit into a shoebox so please keep that in mind when you’re shopping.  
 
Hygiene items needed: 45 bars of soap, 25 washcloths, 35 combs, and 10 solid deodorant 
 
Clothing/personal items: Socks, underwear,  T-shirts, flip flops, reusable cups, water bottles, bowls, containers 
 
School/Craft/Activity items needed: pencil pouches, glue sticks, watercolor paint sets, stickers, coloring books, 
note pads, rulers, scissors, solar calculators, construction paper, flat 5x7 size canvas boards, playdoh and plastic 
cookie cutters, block builders, playing cards, puzzles, chalk and chalkboard. 
 
Toys and Wow item ideas to fill up the boxes:  Miscellaneous small toys,  plastic animals/dinosaurs, cars, 
boats, dolls, slinky, finger puppets, small stuffed toys, tennis balls, foam balls, bouncy balls, kick or soccer 
balls and air pumps.  Marbles, Jacks, hacky sack, yo-yo, small frisbee, dress-ups, purses, back packs, foldable 
bags, fishing kit, sewing kit, work gloves, magnets, binoculars, tool set, jewlery kit, sunglasses. watch,       
bracelets and flashlights with extra batteries.   
 
If you have any questions, contact Darcy Poppema at 507-360-4550. 
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Youth News 

 

 

 Youth Group will begin on Wednesday, September 14 at 
7:30 pm for Middle School & High School Youth. 

“Encounter” will begin meeting on  
Sunday, September 25 at Hy-Vee from 
6:30—8:00 pm. Middle School and High 
School youth are encouraged to attend 
and to bring your friends. 

 

Confirmation & Youth Group Fun Night will be 
held on Wednesday, September 7 at 6:30 pm. Come 
for some fun activities and a night to relax before the 
season kicks off on September 14. 

KFC (Kids for Christ)  - At the time of printing we are not sure when this 
program will be starting. Please watch the weekly bulletins for more           
information. 



 

14 Keeley Island Drive 
Slayton, MN 56172                   

507-763-3567 
camp@shetek.org 
www.shetek.org 

September 2022 

Ready for s’more fun at camp! 

 
 

 

Interior of the new lodge! 

Shetek Lutheran Ministries Where Christ Renews and Empowers 

Help send kids to Camp…Become a 
Pelican Club or Timber Society   
member today. Pelican Club     
members support the ministry with 
a gift of $100 - $499 a year and   
Timber Society members give $500 
or more a year. Thanks for your   
support! 

Mark your Calendar  
September 17 – Shetek WELCA 

Conference at SLM 
 

September 24 – Pre-Marriage     
Retreat 

 
October 21-22 Octoberfest 

Coming soon – Watch for details 
– 75th Anniversary celebration 

and Lodge  Dedication 
 

Register at shetek.org or 
 Call 507-763-3567 for more              

information 
 

“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap       
sparingly, and whoever sow generously 

will  also reap generously.”  
  

2 Corinthians 9:6 
 

Our “Building on the 
Foundation” capital cam-
paign is restarting after a 
pandemic pause. So far, 

we’ve raised over 
$1,388,000 in 

gifts/pledges towards our 
$1,500,000 goal!  More 

info on our website. 
https://shetek.org/slm-

master-plan/ 


